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EGYPTIA N CANCELLATIONS 

SOME COMMENTS 

By 

Dr. SAVA MICHEL VESTARKIS 

Postal marking of Egypt, on stamps or covers, haYe been the 
subject of excellent studies by various eminent philatelists. Many of 
these studies appeared in our "L 'Orient Philatelique" (L'O.P.). 

In the following pages, some extended comments are exposed on 
these interesting topics based on material in my own collection. 

Blue Cancellation on the First Issue (1866) of Egypt. 
Gabriel Boulad in his study on "Les Obliterations Relatives aux 

Timbres de la Iere Emission d'Egypte" that appeared in L'O.P. No. 81 
(Jan. 1953) gave the latest blue cancellation 3 mars 1867. · 

Afterwards Ahmed Mazloum in L'O.P. No. 84 (Oct. 1953) giving 
some rectifications on '"The Postal Markings of Egypt 1865-1880, earliest 
and latest recorded dates for each type", mentioned on page 199 that 
"concerning the blue cancellation on the first issue, the latest known 
date must be revised to 27 March 1867 according to photo No. 5 page 
198". 

Photo No. 1 for 1 pi perf 12~-/ 13 of the 1866 issue cancelled in blue 
with the date of 26 Mag (May) 67, although ha a later date to that of 
Mazloum, yet this should not be considered as the latest elate for the 
blue cancella tion on the 1866 issue. 

The 1866 2 pi bisected diagonally (16th - 31st July 1867) is known 
with the blue cancellation of Cairo. 

In the "Palace Collection of Egypt" auctioned by H.R. Harmer on 
February 1954, Lot 72 is for a diagonal half of the 2 pi 1866 well tied 
with Cairo pmk in blue. The precise date is not given. 

As well in Charles Cotta's Egypt auctioned by Robson Low on 
27th January 1965, Lot 157 is for a similar diagonal bisect tied by blue 
Cairo c.d.s . to a July 1867 cover. Date of the month not clear in photo. 

However, in Byam·s Egypt auctioned by Robson Low on 24th and 
25th October 1961 there were many lots with this diagonal bisect 
cancelled in blue viz. 

Lot 293 the date is 24th July 1867 
Lot 294 . ... the date is 25th July 1867 
Lot 296 .... the date is 27th July 1867 
Thus the latest blue cancellation on stamps of the first issue (1866) 

should be 27th July 1867. 
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Photo 1 Photo 2 

Typ e III - 2 

In the Egypt Study Circle London - Study VI on "The Postal 
Markings of Egypt, 1865-1880" that was reproduced in L 'O.P. No . 81 
(Jan. 53) is mentioned on page 15 that the latest date for Type III - 2 
is 6.12 .78. 

Photo No. 2 shows the date of 17 October 1879 for Magaga, thus 
a new revised latest date is given. 

Type IV - 3.1 

J ean Bo1.llad d'Humieres writing about "Quelques Pieces Rares 
d'Egypte" in L'O .P. No . 101 (1960) showed on page 10 a photo of a cover 
from Cairo to Vienna bearing Egypt 1872 2-} pi cancelled with the rare 
type IV - 3.1 dated 14 Juin 1873. H e mentioned that the dates seen by 
the Egypt Study Circle are 23 March 73, 9 May 73 and 1 July 73. He 
added that, according to his knowledge, this is the first time that such 
a cancellation appear on an entire letter. . 

Concerning this cancellation, I have two copies of 1 pi 1872 dated 
4.4.73 and 16.4.73 which conform with the period mentioned above. 
In addition I have a registered cover fr.om Damiata to Cairo (photo 3) 
bearing 1872 1 pi and 2 pi cancelled w ith type III - 2. dated 18.12.73 
and arriving to Cairo on 19.12.73 (photo 4) with this special type IV -
3.1. 

Thus the already latest known date 1.7.73 should be extended to 
more than five months to reconcile with the n ew latest date 19.12.73. 
Further, the discovery of a second cover bearing this unusual type 
IV - 3.1 is worth mentioning. 

Type V - 5 

In L 'O.P . No. 86 (April 54) pages 363-373, Ibrahim Chaftar wrote 
a documentary study on "Les Marques Postales Egyptiennes de 1866 
a 1880 - Les Obliterations Bilingues : Italo-Arabes ». He enumerated 
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Photo 3 

Photo 4 
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the different stamps for the different towns with type V - 5 · and 
mentioned for Asswan that on the 1879 De La Rue issue, he has only 
the 20 paras blue (pages 366 and 368). 

Afterwards in L'O.P. No. 88 (October 54), pages 461-462, Ahmed 
:\l:lr.!ourn wro te some observations on type V - 5 giving further addi­
tion of stamps to the list mentioned by I. Chaftar, e.g. for Sohag, Berber, 
Kassala and Khartoum but nothing was added for Asswan. 

Photo 5 shows a copy, of 1879 1 pi clearly cancelled with Asswan 
c.d.s. of 4 November 79. ( v ~ ... :.;; : ) I have another similar copy but 
dated 22 September 79 . 

Thus a new addition to the list of st::irnps with this uncommon 
type V - 5 is given. 

Type V - 7 

In the Egypt Study Circle London - Study VI that appeared in 
L'O.P. No. 81 (Jan. 53), the latest date for type V - 7 is 20.4.80 (page 16 
in No. 81). The above latest date must be amended to 17 May (Mag) 
1880 as shown by photo No. 6 for 1 pi 1879 issue with Mansura c.d.s. 

Photo 5 Photo 6 

Type VJI-J (a) for Alexandria 

Ibrahim Chaftar, in his study on "Les Marques Postales Egyptiennes 
en Langue Frarn;aise de 1866 a 1880" that appeared in L'O.P. No. 81 
(1953), mentioned on page 13 that the latest known date with this can­
cell3tion (formerly VII-2)Ca) is 22 Dec 82 TV. 

Afterwards Ahmed Mazloum, giving some rectifications on "The 
Postal Markings of Egypt 1865-1880" tha t appeared in L'O.P. No. 84 
(Oct. 1953) page 196, showed a photo of an envelope that bears this 
duplex cancellation with the date of Alexandria 5th March 1883. 

(a ) This is the new revised numbering (see L'O.P. No . 89, page 24 (January 1955). 
The ea~lier num bering was Vii - 2 as mentioned in Ibrahim Chaf1ar and Ahmed Mazloum 
studies. 
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More than five months to the above date should be added as shown 
by my copy 1879 5pa (photo No. 7) where the date is 22 AOU (August) 
83 T 1n which. should be regarded now as the latest date known for 
type VII-1. 

Type X-1 ancl Typ e XI-1 

The Star and Crescent date stamps fo r Egypt were studied by 
Gabriel Boulad, C.W. Winnet and Mehanny Eid in L'O.P . No. 89 (J an . 
1955), pages 19-21, 22 and 23 respectively. Further additional notes by 
Charles W. Winnet appeared in L'O .P. No. 91 (July 55) . 

Concerning type XI Gabriel Boulad gave the year 1893 as the 
earliest date known for Ebnoub (vol. 89 page 19). Photo 8 shows the 
date for th is town to be 5 July 1890 (5 JU 90), i.e. three yea rs in advance. 

Photo 7 Photo 8 

As to type Xl-1, i.e. with the single solid star only, C.W. vVinnet 
in L 'O.P. No. 91, page 183 gave for Zagazig dates 12.11.09 to 27.11.11 as 
the earliest and latest dates. 

Concerning the latest date, one year should be added to 27.11.11 as 
shown by photo 9 for 1902 5 mills clearly cancelled with c.d.s. of Zagazig 
dated 8. J 1.12 which should be regarded now as the latest known date. 

Photo 9 Photo 11 
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Photo 10 

As well, photo 10 of a card from Hamburg (27 .9.07) Ch) to Zagazig 
( 4.10.07) via Port Said, both the ·1ast two towns with solid star c.d.s., 
shows that the earliest date for Zagazig should be advanced about two 
years from 12.11.09 backward to 4th October 1907 the new earliest 
r ecorded date. 

Before closing the discussion about the star and crescent type com­
bined (C & S) , it should be mentioned that the types known are X-1 ; 
X-1.1 ; X-2; T P 0-2.3; T P 0-2.32 ; T P 0-2.34 and T P 0-5.Cc) 

In all the above mentioned types of X and T P 0 with star and 
crescent, it is noticed that th e "C & S" is placed at the top of the seg­
mented circular date stamp (c.d.s.) either under the town or towns 
written in European as in types X-1 , X-1.1, X-2 and T P 0 - 5; 
or under "AMBULANT" but without the name of the town as in T P 0-
2.34; or in between the town above and "AMUBLANT" below as in 
types T P 0-2.3 and T P 0-2.32. 

(b) Please notice that the year 7 in the German circular date stamp (c.d s.) is 
inverted " O ". 

(c) These types are apart from the Government Service types: G S-1, G S-2, G S-3, 
G S-3.l , G S-6, G S-9, G S-9.1, G S-10 , G S-12 and G S-1 3. 



January -April 1968 L'ORIENT PHJLATELIQUE 9 

A new interesting addition is shown by photo 11 where: 

1. a new town . . . "Damanhour" is shown, thus a new recorded 
town .to the list enumerated by the three above mentioned authors. 

2. the small "C & S" is placed in between the name of "Damanhour" 
which is written in arabic and above in french language below. This 
new combination of the name of the town in both languages is shown 
for the first time. 

3. this combination of both languages and in between the ··c & S" 
is placed uniquely in the lower portion of the segmented c.d.s. which is 
contrary to all the types known, where the "C & S" is always in the top 
of c.d.s. The date of cancellation is not very clear but seems to be 
2-V-O? 

To end these comments, I believe that these new earliest or latest 
dates for the above mentioned cancellations may be provisional and not 
final. Further researches by philatelists may amend what has been 
mentioned to the benefit of our hobby. 

<<PHILATELISTS STORES>> 
Ex. M. HAGOPIAN 

R.C. 120267 Le Ca ire 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES- POSTE 

VENTE - ACHAT - ECHANGE 

TIMBRES TOUS-PA YS 

et varietes 

16, RUE ABDEL KHALEK SAROIT - LE CAIRE 

ler etage, bureau No. 9 



AN EARLY COVER FROM THE EGYPTIAN POST OFFICE 
AT BEYROUT 

By 

PETER A. S. SMITH 

A remarkable cover was auctioned in Zurich in March, 1966, by 
the firm "Corinphila". Only part of it was illustrated in the auction 
catalogue ; the readers of "L'Orient Philatelique" now have the opport­
unity to see both front and back. The importance of the cover , apart 
from its rarity, lies in its bearing on the da te of opening of the Levant 
post offices, and in the previously unknown intaglio seal postmarks of 
Beyrout and Alexandretta . 

The letter originated in Beyrout, as shown by the sender's cachet, 
and was addressed to Aleppo in Arabic and Italian . It bea rs an Egyptian 
1 P .T. stamp of the Second Issue, cancelled by the retta, and Turkish 
postage due stamps (1 pt. and 20 para) cancelled at Aleppo. In add ition , 
there are two seal postmarks, each r eading "maktab bosta k hedeuie 
masriye". ('"Khedivial Egyptian Post Office" ) and, respectively, the 
name "Beyrout" or "Iskanderuna" . Lastly, there is a circular date stamp 
of Aleppo, in green . The message part of the letter is missing, so no 
further information can be gleaned from the cover. 

The two seal postmarks belong to the growing family already 
known, from both domestic post office · and offices abroad . Both are 
struck in black, and are complete, although fa in t in places. To aid 
recognition, I have made strengthened tracings, which are illustrated 
here separately. It seems probable tha t such seals were made for each 
of the various Levant post offices, and sti ll others may yet come to light. 

The letter must have travelled by Egyptian steamer to Alex­
andretta, and was there turned over to the Turkish postal service. which 
carried it overland to Aleppo. Since the Egyptian stamp could prepay 
only the sea journey. the fee for the overland section had to be collected 
from the receiver (11ence the Turk ish postage due stamps). So much 
is_clear enough, but three questions remain : why was the retta used to 
cancel the Egyptian stamp ? why were the seal postmarks applied in­
stead of the circular date stamps of the respective Egyptian offices? 
when did the letter leave Beyrout? The answers to these questions 
are undoubtedly closely linked together. 
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The arrival date stamp of Aleppo carries a Christian date-11 
JUIL 70- and a Turkish date-86 tamuz 30 (i.e. , Hejra year 1286). 
The significance of these dates becomes apparent when we recall that 
the official date of opening of the Beyrout post office is July 14th, 1870, 
four days after the apparent da te of arrival of this letter ! Since mis takes 
are always possible, one should see if the Turkish date corresponds. The 
following remarks are the result of much help from Mr. S. D. Tchiling­
hirian, of Switzerland, regarding the peculiarities of the Turkish 
calendar at that time. 

}'" 
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At a certain date that we do not know exactly (but probably in the 
early nineteenth century), the Hejra year was changed in Turkey from 
a lunar one to a solar year of 365 days ; after that act, Turkish dates no 
longer corresponded to ecclesiastical Islamic dates. The Tmkish New 
Year began on March lst of the J ulian ('"Old Style") calendar, and the 
year consisted of the following months : Mart, Nisan, Mayis, Haziran, 
Tamuz, Aghostos, Eylul, Teshrin-Evel, Teshrin-Sani, Kianun-Evel, 
Kianun-Sani, and Shubat (some of these names were changed again in 
1922). The problem of equating the Turkish date with the Christian 
date is still not simple, however. The Christian dates were generally 
expressed in the Gregorian ("New Style") ca lendar in Ottoman Turkish 
postmarks, and on all Egyptian postmarks, the Gregorian date being 
12 days later than the Julian in the nineteenth century. If we can 
assume that the Christian date in the Turkish postmark of Aleppo is 
indeed. Gregorian , tl1en 11 July should correspond to 29 Haziran, and 
30 Tamuz should corres_pond to 11 August. If the postal clerk was more 
familiar with Turkish and Arabic than with French (as is very likely), 
he might easily have had difficulty keeping the two dates in proper 
correspondence, and it would have been simple to overlook changing 
July to Agust while the Turkish month of Tamuz (which correspond­
ed to July, Old Style) was still in effect. We can do no better, then, 
than to conclude that the letter arrived in Aleppo either on July llth 
or August llth, depending on which date is the reliable one. The latter 
date would, of course, be in better agreement with the official opening 
date of the Egyptian P. 0. in Beyrout, bu t one cannot thereby rule out 
the other date, because there is much precedent for the opening of post 
offices on a trial basis prior to the official opening date. 

Now we can return to the postmarks of the Egyptian P. 0. The 
simplest reason for the lack of Egyptian date stamps would be that 
date stamps had not yet been supplied to these offices. We already 
have evidence that the Egyptian P. O.'s at Dardanelles and Galipoli 
used the intaglio seal when first opened, and only later used date stamps. 
The retta must also have been supplied to each office, and was perhaps 
in the presen t case used simply because the date stamp normally pre­
scribed was not available. I t would have been a matter of difficult 
choice to decide whether the seal or the retta was to be used as an 
obli terator in the G1 bsence of a date s tamp. 

The cancell<ltions of the Egyptian P . 0. at Beyrout are the com­
monest of the entire group of offices along the coasts of Syria and 
Cilicia opened in 1870, yet this is the only complete cover that I have 
seen reported anywhere . If readers know of others, it would be very 
interesting to have details of them. 



NOTE ON 
1927 - KING FUAD ISSUE - THE L.E. 1 VALUE 

In No. 6/7, Vol VI , May 1966, Page 63 of Egypt Study Circle's 
Quarteriy Circular, a comment on the L .E . 1 value of the 1927, King 
Fuad issue, was published informing that a purchaser of a block: of 
four with control A/27 found that all four stamps are perfectly normal 
and that this block does not show the variety Zeheri 117 a . 

According to Zeheri 1967, Page 85, 8th edition the second stamp 
in the upper row of the A/27 Control Block should have a deformed U 
(giving it the appearance of an 0) as a constan t variation. 

Tl1e explanation g iven by the writer of the query that this was the 
result of an early plate damage and that this block was part of a sheet 
first corning off the press before the plate being damaged, has to be 
corrected. 

I give on the following pages some information of what I know 
abou t the 500 mills and L.E. 1 values of the 1927 king Fuad issue, 
which are worthy to be noted : 

L .E. 1 value was successively printed from the different border 
plates o A/28 and A/7, and one of them, being faul ty, was discarded 
in due time. I remember very well having had in my collection t he two 
control blocks of four A/27, one showing the variety and the other did 
not. 

A careful examinat ion of the control blocks A/ 27 of the 500 mills 
value will probably show differences in the centre, as also this value 
was printed that year with two different centre plat.es A. I and A.28. 

Ibrahim Chaftar 
8, Ru e 47, Srnouha - Alexandria 

U. A. R. 

NOTES ON THE 
1927 - KING FUAD ISSUE 

l. Chromium plating resulted in important economies in time and 
production costs, many cylinders being utilized for the printing of 
postage stamp supplies in successive years . Where cylinders are so used 
for several years, the old control numbers are progressively cancelled 
and the current control added so that three or four control numbers 
often appear on one sheet of stamps. 
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2. Until 1932, a celluloid 175 line screen had been employed in the 
photographic processes used in preparing photogravure cylinders for 
final etching, but in that year, an engraved glass 175 line screen was 
obtained from England. This resulted in an improvement in the quality 
of the work, more technical certainty and effective economies due to 
the redu ction in the time of exposure required. 

3. The screen used for postage stamps produced photo-lithographi­
cally, in a normal 150 line half-tone screen. This has not been changed. 

4. Until 1937 the stamp imposit ions were adopted to suit the cylin­
der s izes of the photogravure machines then in use, all low and iµter­
mediate High Values being in two windows each of 100 stamps (10 x 10). 
These machine sheets were divided before being perforated, the Post 
Office Sheet thus consisting of one window of 100 stamps. 

5. The 500 mills. and the L.E. 1 value stamps were imposed and 
printed in sheets of 25 ( 5 x 5) only. 

6. The fi rst issue of the L.E. 1 and 500 mills stamps, Control A/ 27, 
were printed in two colours, both by photogravure but as the machines 
then in use were not adapted for printing to accurate register, the 
percentage of spoils was unduly high and it was decided to print the 
portrait centres only in photogravure while the fram es were printed 
lithographically . This last method continued until the new photo­
gravure machines were installed in 1938. 

7. The stamps requfred for the manufacture of Sta mp Booklets were 
imposed in a special manner to facilitate the make up and cutting of 
the books . 

8. This imposition comprised four windows, each of 60 stamps 
(6 x 10) of which in each window 3 x 10 were upright and the adjacent 
blocking 3 x 10 were reversed. 

9. Normally the line screen is exposed at an angle of 45° to the 
frame of the stamps, but in 1925 and 1926, following experiments to 
improve the appearance of the stamp and to lessen the degree of wear 
to the etched cylinder while printing, Low Value Stamps were produced 
with the screen at right angles to the frame. 

10. Later with the improvement in technique and to photo-originals 
it was found possible to revert the normal angle of 45°. 
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KING FUAD ISSUE 1927 - 1934 

VALUE AND COLOUR 

200 Milli ern es 

MAUVE 
MAUVE 

.MAUVE 
MAUVE 

500 Milliemes 

BORDER 

Chestnu t Brown 

CENTRE 

Blue Green 

L .E. 1. 

BORDER 

Green ish Slate 

CENTRE 

Chestnut Brown 

CONTROL 
Number 

A/ 26 
A/27 
A/35 

A/ 35 A/ 37 

CYLINDER 
Number 

A .19 
A. 14 
A.35 
A.35 

SPECIAL HIGH VALUE 
22.80 x 39.67 rn.m. (1 x 25) 

A/27 A. 1 
· I Border A. 2 

Centre ~ A.28 

A/ 29 \ Border Litho. plate 
I Centre A.22 

A/ 30 I Border Li the-. plate 
I Centre A.22 

~ Border Li the. pl ::tte 
A/

34 1 Centre A. 6 

l Border Li the. p late 
A/ 35 Centre A. 6 

A /Z7 l Border ~ !: 2~ 
Cent re A. 12 

A/ 35 \ Border L itho. pl::t te 
l Centre A. 20 

15 

TOTAL 
DESPATCHED 

TO G.P. 0. 

130,000 
100,000 

60,000 
125,000 

9,000 

10,000 

10,000 

13,000 

25,000 

32,000 

25,000 



THE KING FUAD PORTRAIT ISSUE OF 1926-34 

THE 5 MILLIEMES VALUE 

by A. J. REVELL 

Foreword 

This article first appeared in the Egypt Study Circle "Quarterly 
Circular" No. 6/7, May 1966. Since then the writer has been in contact 
with Mr. E. A. Warren, a member of the Philatelic Society of Egypt and 
the Egypt Study Circle, who has given much useful and technical in­
formation on the early photogravures method of production of which h e 
has a great knowledge. 

In view of this , the sections dealing with the multipositives and 
so called primary die negatives have been completely re-written giving 
a much more enlightening and factual description of the processes 
involved. 

My sincere thanks to Mr. E. H. Warren for his able assistance. 
There have also been other small alterations to the original text to bring 
details up to date. -·-Much has been written in the past concerning the above issue, in 
particular, details regarding the 5 milliemes value. 

The greatest proportion of our knowledge of. this issue goes to the 
credit of the late Dr. Gordon Ward who was responsible for separating 
the 5 milliemes value into five primary die negatives and sub-division 
of some of the screens used during the printing of these stamps. 

One must never assume research work ever to be complete in any 
field for fresh facts come to life sometimes years after and thus new 
knowledge is added to a subject that may have lain dormant for years . 
Such is the case of the story of the 5 milliemes value of the above issue. 

Having had an interest in this stamp for many years, I have accu­
mulated with the help of friends and dealers in England and Egypt, 
nearly one hundred control blocks, plus book lets and much other mate­
rial, mint and used, all appertaining to this one stamp. 

With this material to hand and the guidance in printed words of 
the late Dr. Gordon \Varel, I settled down to forming a collection based 
on information known. During this process I made certain discoveries 
regarding the screens and the booklets that were not recorded. 

These new findings will be absorbed into the information already 
known and set down into chronological sequence, but for the guidance of 
newcomers to this sphere of. Egyptian philately who know little or no-
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thing about th is stamp and do not bave access to the articles that have 
been written in the past, it will be best to start from the day this issue 
was fi rs t conceived . 

The design fo r this issue was thrown open to Intern ational compe­
tition, a prize of L .E. 200 being offered. Some three hundred designs 
wer submitted covering all va lues fro m 1 millierne to L.E . 1 bu t not 
one of them met with the approva l of King Fuad. 

The final frame designs, there were four of them 1 to 20 milliemes, 
small form at (see photo No. 1) ; 20 to 200 mill iemes, large format; 500 
milliemes and the L .E . 1, included a portrait of the King by W. Hansel­
man (see photo No. 2) then of the Anglo-Swiss Studio, Cairo, with fra mes 
designed by the staff of the Government Reproduction Office. 

Production of the Completed Design 

To obtain the design as required for issue a portrait of the King, 
oval in forma t, was superimposed on the blank oval space in the centre 
of a photograph of the fra me. This was then rephotographed to obtain 
the final design. 

During this operation in which several photographs must have been 
taken, the accuracy of aligning the camera or, the superimposed portrait 
photog1·aph, must have varied as one can clearly discern traces of shadow 
in varying positions around the oval vignette . It is by the density of 
this shadow or lack of it, if accurately photographed, that one can discern 
five different photographs, incorrectly called primary di e negatives. 

There may have been more, but only five appear to have been used 
to produce the multipos itives, the means of transfening a pane of one 
hundred designs on to the printing cylinder. 

Production by Photograv.ure. The Screens 

This was Egypt's first attempt at photogravure stamp print ing and 
the 5 milli emes value being the internal letter rate and the most com­
monly used, was therefore chosen as the trial and error stamp. Many 
printings were made before this stamp appeared on sa le to the public. 

One important factor should be mentioned. The wording "Primary 
Die Nega tive", is used in this article to save confusion with other 
ar ticles that have been written on this issue in the past, but is a mis­
nomer as the process is purely a photographic one. 

\i\Then the Survey Department of Egypt commenced production , they 
used the orthodox screen angle of 45° (Type IA) but were not sa tisfied 
with the resul ts and it was decided to experiment with the screen. The 
first trial was to twist the screen to an angle of 90° (Horizonta l screen 
Type IB, IIC). This was not a success, the outer lines of the stamps 
appear badly broken. 
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Angles of 10° r igh t and 10° left (horizontal screen sloping upwards 
to left or r ight, Type IIB and IID) were tried but showed no improve­
men t, so the authorities reverted back to the original 45" screen ( dia­
gonal) w hich came into per manent u se (Type IV). 

Types III , IV A, and V are booklet printings (special panes of 60) 
derived from Type IV. 

Types IIA, IIB, IVB, The "extended screens·· are no doubt the 
r esults of faul ty (over ) exposure when p rin ting the screen on the ca rbon 
tissue. 

Production of the Multipositives and (Plate) or Cylinder 

To produce the multipositives, a n egative of the selected photograph 
is placed in a "Stop and repeat" camera to produce in r everse pos itive 
on a glass plate a pane of one hundl'ed subjects. This posit ive (or 
transparency) is then carefully checked for flaws and r etouched where 
necessa ry . 

Vve must now leave the multipositive and proceed to prepare the 
carbon "resis t" t issue as it is known. This is a pigment paper consisting 
essentially of an emu lsion of gelatine and p igment, coated on to a paper 
base. 

Th is is the most important fac tor in photogravure prin ting and 
requires delicate and exacting handling. 

It is sensitized in a solu tion of pota siurn bichromate; in hot climates 
magnes ium sulphate crystals (Epsom Salts) are added. A t ime lapse 
is required for maturing the tissue before it is ready for use. 

After maturing, the tissue is now placed in con tact with the ruled 
screen in a photo printing fram e and given a short exposme . This tissue 
now has a screen printed on it (although imposs ible to see) . 

It is now placed in another print ing fram e in contact with the glass 
plate multipositive to r eceive a furth er exposure. 

vVe now 11ave an undeveloped sheet of t issue holding (although 
still unseen) the pane of one hundred designs plus a screen . This is 
mounted on the (plate) or cylinder. 

The (plate) or cylinder must be perfectly clear as the smallest speck 
of any foreign body will create a blemish. 

The exposed tiss ue is now soaked in a mixture of water and alcohol 
at a temperature of 60" fahr . When the tissue is limp, some of the spir it 
solution is poured over the (pla te) or cylinder. The t issue is registered 
in position and squeezed without a moments delay. The squeezing must 
be thoroughly done or fa ults will appear. 

The next process is the development of the carbon "resist" tissue. 
This is achieved by rotating the cylinder in a tank of hot water starting 
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at 105° Fahr. and gradually increasing to 115° Fahr. as required. The 
tissue backing paper is then stripped off the cylinder as soon as the 
gelatine softens to permit its removal. Thus the development can be 
carefully watched. A complete development is most important and 
uniform drying essential. 

The cylinder is now almost ready for etching, but first, the margins 
and those parts of the cylinder not to be etched must be protected by 
painting out with a bitumen varnish. Etching is then carried out by a 
highly skilled operator by pouring a solution of iron perchlorate over 
the cylinder which is kept rotating until etching is complete. 

The cylinder then only remains to be cleaned when it will be ready 
for inking and printing. 

Any flaws appearing on the original die negative will automatically 
appear on every stamp of the multipositive and they will be reproduced 
on the printing cylinder. 

Any flaws arising on the multipositive during the preparation of 
the cylinder will only be reproduced on the appropriate individual stamp 
or stamps. 

The Control Numbers are added to the cylinder by the same method 
as described for the stamps or in some cases engraved on the cylinder 
by hand. 

Although these stamps were not placed on sale until 1927, experi­
ments were being carried out for two years prior to this date as can 
be proved by the number of Control blocks in existence bearing the 
numbers A/25 and A/ 26. 

Many trial printings were made as will be shown later when each 
Die negative is described and printings allotted to their year of pro­
duction as given by the control number. 

All the die negatives Types I and II with their sub types are expe­
rimental. The stamp when first issued to the public being die negative 
type. IV. The early experimental printings were later removed from 
stock and issued to Post Offices for general release. 

Many of the corner blocks carrying control number A/25 or A/ 26 
are scarce, some of them being extremely rare. 

Accompanying this article will be a series of reproduction from 
photographs endeavouring to illustrate the main characteristic details 
of each type of die negative and screen. Line drawings are also included 
as an additional aid. These are schematic only and not to any scale. 

Before going on to describe each type it should be mentioned that 
when a control number is mentioned it should be borne in mind that 
various varieties exist in the actual control number, i.e. different shaped 
letters or numerals, various lengths of the diagonal stroke betwer,n the 
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letter and the numerals, also differen t placing of the control number in 
relation to the main design. These variations sometimes denote whether 
the pane of 100 is from the top or bottom ha lf of the sheet of 200 stamps. 
They may also denote that the control blocks are from different cylin­
ders as many cylinders were made during the experimental stages. 

I shall only list each basic control number in relation to the Die 
Negative type. Those collectors wishing to seek further information 
regarding these variations should consult the excellen t work of Dr. 
Gordon Ward published in the "London Philatelist" fo r May, June, July 
and August, 1948. 

There is also to be found a great variation in the shades of this 
stamp, even on blocks bearing the same control number. 

The shades range from very pale brown to chocolate, including 
rich orange brovvns, 

Below are diagra ms (no t to scale) showing the d iffe rent types of 
screen to be found on these stamps. 

Diagonal Extended Diagonal covering 
ma·rgins between stamps 
etc.. a s described in the 

app:opriate printing. 

I r ~1 

»i ·~ a 
!... ~ 

Horizontal or Vertical. 

'f'. , 
@ 'j 

!!.. J 
I 

Horizontal or Vertical with Horizontal or Vertical with Horizontal or Vertical with 
screen sloping up to right screen sloping down to right. screen extended to cover 

ma:gins between stamps etc, 
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Before detailing the different Dies and their appropriate screens 
I must add that in all cases I have used the Type N·umbers for Dies as 
given by Dr . Gordon Wal'd, bq t have sub-div ided th ese with suffix 
letters to cover the diffel'ent screens. 

To help in iden tifying the Die Negatives, sketches are shown g iving 
the position of shading on the oval vignette . 

Without 
shading. 

11 

Shading 
a bo .e h ead. 

JI[ 

Very slight 
sha ding 
on right. 

POST OFFICE SHEETS 

IV 

Heavy sha d ing 
on right 

not merging 
into coat. 

Die NE.gative Type IA The m ain charackristics 

1. Control No. A/ 25 
2. Diagonal Screen 
3. No shading to edge of oval background 
4. S.E. Corner background shading is ·weak at the edge 
5. Size of stamp 18 x 22 i} rn.rn. 

Die Negative T yp e IB The mam characteristics 

l. Control No. A/ 25 (rare) 
2. Horizontal Screen 
3. No shading to edge of oval background 
4. Size of stamp 18 x: 22 ~- rn.rn . 

D ie Negat ive Type IIA The main characteristics 

1. Control No. A/ 26 
2. Horizontal Screen (true horizontal) 
3. Shading: ab_ove he0d on edge of oval backgro und 
4. Size of stamp 18 x 22 -} m .m. 

v 
Shad:ng on 

right merging 
into coat. 

5. Screen extends over s tamp margins, Frencl1 and Arabic ·wording 
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and numerals, also on the shirt collar of the portrait of King 
Fuad. (The photograph of the Control block endeavours to show 
the termination of the extended screen on the sheet margins, but 
is not too clear). (Note the feint line of colour near the horizontal 
and vertical perfs separating sheet margin. The effect of this 
screen is to give the paper a tinted appearance). 

Die Negative Type IIB The main characte :·ist ics 

1. Control No. A/ 26 (feint) 
2. Horizontal Screen (Sloping upward to right) 
3. Shading above 11 ead on edge of oval background 
4. Size of stamp 18 x 22} rn.rn . 
5. Sarne remarks as in section 5 on Type IIA. 

N.B. The sloping screen can be seen to best adYantage by study­
ing the S.W. value tablet on the photograph. 

Die Negative Type IIC The main characteristics 

1. Control No. A/ 26 
2. Horizontal Screen (true horizon tal) 
3. Shading above head on edge of oval background 
4. Size of stamp 18 x 22} rn.rn. 
5. Absence of screen on margins of stamps, French and Arabic 

wording and numerals. 

Die Neg.ative Type IID The· ma.in characteristics 

1. Control No. A/ 26 (feint) Also .with very small 'A' 
2. Horizontal Screen (sloping up to r ight) 
3. Shading above head on edge of oval background 
4. Size of stamp 18 x 22 -~ rn.rn. 
5. Absence of screen on margins of stamps, French and Arabic 

wording and numerals. 

N.B. The sloping screen can be seen to best advantage by study­
ing the N.W. corner: containing the letter 'F' 

Die Negative Type IV The· main characteristics 

1. Control Nos . A/27 , A/ 28, A/ 29, A / 30, =Al@@= A/31 , A/31, A/ 32, 
A/ 33\ ~ A/ 34 (two bars tl1rough A/ 33). s A, ·33 = A/34 
(three bars through A/33), A/ 34, A/35 (A/33''' listed by Dr. 
Gordon \iVard, not cat1logued by Zeheri and unseen by myself). 
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2. Diagonal Screen 
3. Shading down right side of oval background, but does not merge 

wi th coat 
4. Size of stamp 18 x 22 -i m.m. 

Die negative Type IVB 

1. Control No. A/ 31 
') Diagonal Screen 

The main characteristics 

3. Shading down right side of oval background but does not merge 
with coat 

4. Size of stamp 18 x 22 -i m.m. 
5. Screen extends over stamp margins etc. , as in Types IIA and IIB. 

The screen is also extended to include the Control No. 

BOOKLETS 

As mentioned in earlier chapters, the stamps for Post Office Sheets 
were produced from cylinders bearing two panes of 100. 

In the booklet printings, tbe stamps were produced from cylinders 
bearing t wo panes of 60 (6 x 10). The last three vertical rows of each 
pane being tete becte to the first tbree rows. 

Die Negative Type IVA The main characteristics 

1. Control Nos. A/26, A/ 28, A/ 29 
2. Diagonal Screen 
3. Shading down right side of oval background but does not merge 

·with coat. 
4. Size of s_tamp 18 x 22 i m.m. 

N.B . Unless tbese stamps are in complete booklets or panes or 
show the guillotined straight edge caused when cut into 
booklet form, there is no means of differen tiating them from 
Type IV (sheet issue) . 

Booklets bea1·ing A/26 Control were first issued on the Sth J aru. 
1927, hence the reason fo r no printing of booklets bearing A/27 Control . 
Sto cks of t h e A / 26 printing being sufficient (270,000) to last 'Until t h e 
1928 issue of booklets on the 2ncl May 1928 . 

Die Negative Type III The m»~in charackristics 

1. Control Nos. Tone (See additional notes on Type III and V) 
2. Diagonal Screen 
3. Very slight shading down right side of oval background 
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4. Size of stamp 18 x 22 :} m .m. 
5. Die n egative mark as shown in sketch :­

Dot at N.E. co rner always present but in 
some cases ext remely fein t 

6. These stamps come from printings in the 
following years as Type V 1930, 1931, 
1932, 1934 and 1935 

Die Negative Type V The main characteristics 

l. Control Nos . A/ 30. A/ 31, A/ 32. ~ A/34, 
~ ~ A/35. 

·; Diagonal screen 
3. Shading down right side of oval back­

ground merging into coat 
4. Size of stamp 18 x :22 :} rn.m . 
5. Die negative mark as shown in sketch :­

Mark above 'F ' outs ide fram eline in N.\ V. 
corner. Always present. 

N.B. Die Negative Type V Control A / 31 
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I have seen a complete booklet bearing this Control ~o . and the 
tete beche block illustrated in th is article bears the same Control No. 
This is not listed as a booklet printing in the Zeheri Catalog ue or by 
Mons . J ean Boulad d' Humierres in his article on book lets (see L 'O.P. , 
No. 114, page 415) although mentioned in the Catalogue of the Palace 
Sales in 1954 and an article some years ago by Mons . Gabr iel Boulad. 

The Zeheri Catalogue and Mons. J ean Boulad D'Humierres both 
men tion Control No. ~ A/31, which I have not seen . 

Additional Notes on Type II I and V 

Die negatives Types III and V were printed tete iJeche from the 
sa me cylinder. This has been proved from a proof block of twelve, illus­
trated below (ex King Farou k collection). 

The original block of twelve (in the ·writer' s collection) clearly 
shows the die negative mark for Type III on each stamp of the six 
inverted stamps on th e righ t and the die negative mar k for Type V on 
the six stamps on the left . These die negative marks do not show on 
the photograph below. 

From this proof block of twelve one can now solve the answer to 
why the late Dr. Gordon Ward was unable to find or r ecord a Control 
No. for die negat iYe T ype III . Once the sheets and panes had been cut 
up to form booklets it was impossible for this stamp to exist ·with 
Control No. 



ERRATA 

Nous prions nos lecteurs de se referer a l'article de notre collabora­
teur M.G. Gougas, « NOTE SUR DIFFERENTS SUJETS », (publie dans 
L'Orient Philatelique No. 117 (Avril 1966 - J anvier 1967) et de bien 
vouloir apporter les corrections suivantes dans l'emplacement de ses 
illustrations : 

· Decouper les photos ci-dessous et les substituer respectivement aux 
lettres suivantes : 

1) Page 588 : 

La photo: r-ESC.t 
2) Page 589: 

La photo: MINIE 
3) Page 592 : 

La photo: 

4) Page 593: 

La photo: 

rem place 
Ja lettre : 

rem place 
la lettre : 

rem place 
Ja lettre: 

rem place 
la lettre : 

A 
(Fig. 1.A) 

B 
(Fig. 1.F) 

c 
(Fig. 2.B) 

D 
(Fig. 3.B) 
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Errors of Watermarks on Die Negative Type III and V 

In the normal course of printing, Die NegatiYe Type V has the 
watermark upright and in Die Negative Type HI the watermark is in­
verted . 

On one occasion, du ring the printing of these stamps in 1930, a 
small quantity of paper was fed into the printing press incorrectly and 
therefore Type V can be found with inverted watermark and Type I II 
c::in be found with upright watermark. 

These definite errors of watermark found their way into the com­
posite book let (only issued for 1930) cont::iining two panes of 5 milliemes, 
one pane of 10 milliemes and one pane of 15 milliemes. 

Booklets are recorded con taining one or two panes of the 5 milliemes 
value with these watermark errors on both types of die nega tive. In 
complete booklet form they are rare, but in complete booklets, with die 
negative Type V and Control No. they are extremely rare. 

Die Negative 
Type V 

Die Negative 
Type III 

I had hoped to include along with th is article a bibliography of all 
a rLicles published in connection with this sta mp and other va lues of th is 
issue for the benefit of those who are interested. 

Time does not permit on th is occasion owing to t he long prncesos of 
reading through the two major reference works on Egyptian philately 
the "L 'Or ien t P hilatelique" and the Quarterly Circular of the Egypt 
Study Circle. 

The task will be undertaken in the fu ture and publ ished at a l::iter 
date. 
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No. I 
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No . 2 



28 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE January - April I 968 

•. w ,.,---

.•.. ·-· .. 
I A 



Janw:rry - April 1968 L'ORIENT PHILATEL!QUE 29 

I B 



30 L'ORiENT PHILA TEL!QUE Tanuary - April 1968 

II A 



January - April 1963 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 31 

• • -
• • • • • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • 

• • • 
c.o • N • --< • • 

···~·······················~ . - . 
II A 



32 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE January - April 19&8 

II B 



January - April I 968 L'ORIENT _fHI!-ATELIQUE 33 

II C 



34 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE January- April 1968 

II D 



January - April 1968 L'ORIENT PH!LATELIQUE 35 

III 



36 L'ORIENT PHILA TEL!QUE January - April 1968 

~ · 

~ 
t 
4 

• 
~ 

J 
--~· • • _._ a_ • •A 

IV 



fanua.-y - April 1968 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 37 

IV A 



38 L'OR!ENT PHILATEUQUE January-April 1968 

IV B 



January - April I S68 L'ORIENT FH!LATELIQUE 33 

•••• • 
v 



[tt ([ensure,Postttle en (Egypte 
oendant la Guerre de 1939-194-5 
I !ff 

Gaii;4 Ermli (gi?e.38~ 
Get article jut vublie dans le N o. 56 

cl'Octobre 1946 de ce Journal. Il est 
reproduit ici i'l la requete de plusieurs 
M embres de no.tre Societe. · 

L 'Edi teur. 

J e commence par preci ser que cette etude se refcre ~t la Censure ci vile 
seulement, la Cen sure militaire, soit egyptienn e soit etrangcr e en Egypte, 
pendant la Guerre de 1939-45, m critant et cornportant un examen separe. 

A u mom ent 0 \.1, le ler Septembre 1939, l'Allemagne decl ench a en E urop e 
les host il it es qui devaient s'Ctendr e a u monde enti er, la situat ion politique 
de l'Egy ptc cta it bi en clif k rente de ce qu' ell e avait et e pendant la precedente 
Guerre de 19 1-1-18, l'Egypte etant cle venu e indep endan t e, to ut en etant 
l'alli ee de l'Ang leterr e (1). A uss i ce fut le Gouvernement Egyptien lui- mcme 
qui prit !'initia ti ve de to utes les rn es ures necess itees par l'etat de g uerre. 
C'es t done le Gou vern ement Eg·ypti e_n qui proclama la Loi Marti ale et c' es t 
son chef d'a lors S .E . Aly M al1 er Pacha, President du Conseil des Mini stres, 
qui , en ve rtu des pou voirs de Gou verneur Milita ire General qui lui avai ent et e 
conferes, dccr'eta l' et abli sse ment de la Censure par une proclamation por­
tant le No. 1 et datee du 41 Septembre 1939. Cette proclamation, publiee clans 
un nurn ero extrao rdinaire du « Journal Officiel » (No. 92) , es t ainsi conc;ue : 

« Dan s l'inten~ t de la securite du Royaume, la cen sure g ene­
« ral e est etabli e e t continuera de l'etre jusqu'a nouvel ordre sur 
« tout le territoire et Jes eaux territoriales de l'Egypte. La cen­
« sure sera appliqu ee ~t tout ecrit, imprim e, photographie, paquet 
«et colis entrant en Egypte ou en sortant, ou circulant clans le 
« pays, etc . . » 

(I) Au sujet de la Censure Postale en Eg ypte pendant la G uerre de 1914-18, voir 
mun elude paru e clans L'Orient Philatelique de Janvier 1941, page 95. 



January - April 1968 

.::-G _,JI o)J' 

I Censorship Department 

... ................................. 
I I 

12 

18. 

24 25 

3@ 31 

L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 

------,. ----- ,-_,..__--~ 

13 

<t.,,--e.) 1 L:' 1/1 <v._r-Q...Ji "--;''~-J I 
EGY PTIAN CEN S Ol'\SHIP 

0/1is__,,..., e ~)' "'_,.-v-! ~ . 
OPENED BY CENSOR 

.;.~ I "-;5~H ~~I "--,31_,..JI 

2 

14- 15 16. 

20 2 1 

26 27 28 

32 34 

41 

3 

17 

29 



42 L'ORIENT PHILA TELIQUE January - April 1968 

Ain si decrctce le 4 Septembre 1939, la Censure fu t app liquee a uss itot 
a t outes les co rresponda nces, y compri s les imprimes, ent rant dans le pays 
ou en so r ta n t. A ma connai ssance, on t rouve Ja p remicre ma rque de censure, 
du pr emie:r type que j 'exa mi nera i bientot, avec la date du 4 Septembre 
1939 et l'he ure de mid i. 

E n pri ncipe, bien que pr evue comme pou van t s'exercer sur tou tes Jes 
co rrespo ndan ces, mcme celle «circul ant dan s le pays », selon le t exte de 
la P rocl a mati on, la Ce nsure ne s'.est cependant exercee, en r cgle generale et 
sauf ex cept ions, qu e sur les correspondances ve n.a nt de l'e t rang er ou y 
allant. J' indiquerai a la fin de cet te et ude Jes exceptions a cette r egl e. 

Le burea u central de la censur e egypt ienne s'appell e en a rabe : 
~ l;)I o) JI 

et en ang lai s ii s'appelle : «Censorship Co ntrol », « Headquart ers» ou 
«Cent r al Posta l Censor ship ». 

Les lettr e q ui so nt ouve rtes pa r la Cens ure sont ensui te refermees par 
une bande blanche. Un premie r type de bande, qui n'a pas <lure longtemps, 
por tait en no ir le texte sui,·ant : ~l; )I o)J\ 

Censorship D epa r tm ent , F ig . 1. 

Le second type de bande, qui a co mmence peu apr cs et qui a Cte en 
usage jusqu'a la f in de la g uerre, po rte le texte suivant en bleu ou outremer: 
Egypti an Censor shi p. Opened by Censor, F ig . 2. 

Que Jes lettres soient ouvert es ou non, ell es r e<;o ivent dans Jes deux cas 
!'apposition d'un cachet sur l' enveloppe. Cependant, les imprim es sous bande 
ou en veloppe ont rec; u pa rfoi s un autr e cach et spec ial de censure en tro is 
lang ues dont le t exte est : Censure des P ubli cations, Fig. 3. 

L es cach et s de censure qui ont Cte empl oy es en Egypt e peuvent ctre 
class es to ut d'abo rd en deux g randes ca tego ries : les cachets ord inaires et 
Je s cac hets excepti onnels O U extraordin a ir es . 

I. - CACHETS ORDINAIRES 

Ces cach ets so nt de types et de text es di ff erents. D 'aprc moi, on peut 
les clas ser en tre ize grands g ro up es ou types. 

Type I. - Cachet ro nd, a double ce rcl e, po r tan t le texte Censorship 
D ept. ;;~t;)I o)JI , avec un num ero interi eur all ant de 1 a 30, Fig. 4 et 5. 

Ce cachet fut en usage pour 15 a 20 jour s seul em ent, soit au plus tard 
jusqu'a fin Septembre 1939. Comme l'obli terateur semble avoir ete en caout­
chouc, ii s'est v ite encrasse e t use. A ussi fut- il b ientot supprime. Cependant, 
a van t de disparaitre, ce type a subi une transfo rmat ion : ii s'est vu sup-
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p rim er son m1me ro interieur, ce qui fait que Yers le dern ie rs jours de 
l'ern p loi de ce type on le rencontre cornrne, Fig. 6. 

•, 

J' a i ~l pein e besoin de di re q u'a raison de sa co urte duree d'usage, ce 
type de cac het est ra re. Les numeros Jes plus rares so n t Jes suiva n ts : 2, 
4, 6 ~l 8, 10, J 3, 14, 17 et 19 a 25. 

Type II. - Cachet rond ega lernent ~t double cercle, po r ta nt le m cme 
tex t e que le precedent, mais de fo rmat beauco up plu s pet it, avec des nu­
meros inte ri eurs a!lan t de 1 jusqu'a 120. Voir la reprodu ction des deux 
n um eros extremes, Fig. 7 et 8. 

Les obl iterateurs relatifs a ce type de censure (co mrne d'a ill eurs pro­
bablernent ~l tous Jes types suivants) ayant ete fa ils en cuivre, ont resiste 
a l' usure . C'est pourquoi J'ern ploi de ce type, commence peu ap res le type 
precedent, plus prec isement le 15 Septembre 1939, a <lure jusqu'a la fin de 
la g uerre. 

Quelques-uns parmi les numeros de ce type sont rares ; ce sont Jes Nos. 
13, 15, 16, 92, 95, 103 et 104. 

Type III. - Je classe sous ce type Jes differe nts cach ets (et il s sont 
assez nomb reux) q ui po r tent la lettre M, quelles q ue soient leurs fo rm es et 
leurs ca rac teri stiqu es tres va ri ees (1). 

U ne premi ere fo nn e t res comm une, employee des le 20 Septernbr e 1939, 
consiste en un cac het rond a double cercle po rtan t le m cme text e que le 
p receden t type, avec la le ttre M a l'i nterieur. Ce cachet semble avo ir ete 
a ppli que pa r un appareil meca niq ue regle de ma ni cre qu ' un e des empre intes 
so it di sta nte de l'aut re cl'environ 9 centimetres, Fig. 9. 

U ne deu. x iern e fo nne, un peu rnoins comm une, consiste en un double 
ce rcl e plus gr<md po rtant le mcme texte mais avec un nurn ero (1 ou 2) 
p lace a u- desso us de la let t re M, Fig. 10 et 11. 

Cette fo rm e a parn ve rs le 5 D ecembre 1939. 

U n e tro isicrne fo rme a paru beaucoup plus ta rd, sa uf er reur en Mars 
1944; ell e cons iste en un do uble cercle, sans auc un texte, sa uf Jes lettres 
R et M superposees, Fig. 12. 

Cette fo rrne semble speciale aux envois reco mmandes, ce qu1 exp li c~u e 

la let tr e R (Reg istered ). - E lle est assez rare. 

U ne qu at ri em e fo rme, to ujours tributaire de la lettre M., a paru le 27 
J uill et 1944; ell e se caracterise par Jes chiffres 3, 4 ou ·5 p laces au- dessous 
de la lettre M ., ega lem en t sans a utre texte, Fig. 13 et 14. 

Cette fo nne auss i est plutot rare, surtout avec le ch iffre 3. 

(I) Je me suis demande que pouvait etre le sens de cett<..: lettre M. Cela est reste 
pour moi un mystere. 
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Deux dernicres formes, cga lement dependant de la lettre M., ont pant 
vers la fin de la guerre. La Scme s'est montree le 12 Mars 1945; ell e semble 
avo ir r emplace Jes lCre et 2cme formes M . Ici aussi la lettre M . est accom­
pagnee d' un chiffre ma is ce cbiffre est assez elevc : 41, 52, 56, 63, 67, 7i4, 
78, 85, 89 ou 90. Cette fonne est aussi commune, Fig. 15 et 16. 

Enfin la 6c rn e et derni cre forme M. beauco up moins commune que la 
precedente, Jui r essernble sa uf qu'e ll e ne comporte qu'un se ul cercle exte­
rieur et que tant le cercle que les chiffres sont plus g rands et plus gros, 
Fig. 17 et 18. 

Ce tte dernicre forrne a parn le 7 Juin 1945, par consequent apres la 
cap itulation de l'All emagne. J'ai ~t peine besoin de dire que ces deux der­
nicres formes ont clurc ju sq u' ~t la fin de la Censure egyp tienne. 

]'en ai ainsi fini a\·ec le Type III ( lettre M .) et . je passe au Type IV, 
en re ve nant bien en arricre au point de vue de la date. 

Type IV. - Ce type a, en effet, parn des le 31 J anvier 1940. II a des 
fo rm es geo rn ctriques trcs Ya ri ces; ma is ii se caracterise par sa numerota­
t ion qui \·a du chiffre 1 au chiffre 100, outi-e qlie ce type porte un texte 
unique, qui est : Postal Censor -1:.~1. ~~\j_; 

Ce type de cachets se. di vise en deux moities ; du chiffr e 1 a u chiffre 
50, la forme est moyenne; du chiffre Sl au chiffre 100, la fonne est beau­
co up plus g rand e. En out re entre . ces chiffr es ext remes, les formes se 
gro up en t par dizaines. C'est ainsi qu'on voit la forme cercle du No. 1 au 
No. 10, avec des fo rm es intcrieures di ve rses, f.'ig· . 19, 20 et 21. 

J u No . 11 au No. 30, la forme exterieure est le earn~, Fig. 22', 23 et 24. 

Du No . 31 au No. 40, la forrne exterieure est hexagona le, Fig. 25 et 26. 

Et enfin du No. -+l au No . SO, la forme est octogona le, Fig. 27, 28 et 29. 

Comme je l'ai dcj~t dit, ~1prcs le No. SO, Jes formes de\·i ennent plus 
grand es. a ll ant toujours clan s le meme ordre, par dizaines : cercle, earn~, 

hexago ne et octogone. \"oir reproduction d'un type de chacun e de ces quatre 
fo rm es, Fig·. 30, 31, 32, 33. 

Dan s le debut de chaque di za in e de tous Jes cachets de ce type, la forme 
interieure est un cercle, (du 1 au 3'), puis vient un carre (du 4 au 9), puis 
au dernier num cro de la dizaine ii n'y a plus de forme interieure, le chiffre 
parais sa nt nu entre Jes mots du texte. 

Au po int de rne de la raretc , les numcro s .de la 7cme diza ine (71 a 80) 
sont a sez r a res et d 'une rnanicre generale les num eros les plus rares sont 
Jes Nos. 2, 16, 68, 77 et 97. 

Type V. - Ce type a fait son apparit ion le 10 Mai 1940. II se carac­
teri se pa r ]'a bse nce de tout chiff re, bien qu'ayant le rncme texte que prece-



46 L'ORIENT PHILATELJQUE January - April 1908 

demment. Par cont r e, les fo rmes r el ati ves a ce type sont tres ya ri ees, au 
poi nt qu'iJ sera it fastidieux de Jes Cnum crer O U de Jes reproduire toutes. 
J e m e con ten tc de Jes g rouper par ea tcgori es corn me suit, en donnant la 
reproduct ion de quelqucs-un es des for m es de chaque ca tcgori e : 

Petit cercle, Fig. 3-1-, 35 et 36. 

Carre a trait plein, Fi g. 37, 38 et 39. 

Carre a double trait, Fig. 40, 411 et 42. 

Hex.agone a kait plein, Fig. 4'3, 44 et 4!5. 

Hexagone a double trait, Fig. -16, 47 et 48. 

Ovale, Fig. -1-9, 50 et 51. 

Octogone, Fig. 52, 53 et 54. 

Grand ca:rre, Fig'. 55, 56 e t 57. 

Grand cercle, Fig. 58, 59 et 60. 

Pa nni toutes ces formes Jes m oins commun es sont Jes quatre dernieres, 
so it depuis l'o vale; ma is ii y a aussi parmi Jes premieres forme s quelques 
combin a isons de fo rm es interieures qui sont a ssez rares. 

Type VI. - Ce type a paru le 31 Juillet 1940. II ·consiste clans une des 
lettres sui vantes : A, B, C, D, E , H, M, N, S et T suivie d'un chiffre pro­
gressif, tous deux renferm cs dans un rectangle. 

Vo ir la r eprod uction des differentes fonnes de ce type, d'apres Jes 
lettres ci- dessus indiqu ees, Fig . 61, 621, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69 et 70. 

La lett r e A est trcs commune, ay ant donn e lieu a six numerotations 
successi1·es, la l c rc all ant du J l Juillet au 3· Octobre 1940, Ja 2eme de cette 
dern icre date au 7 No vembre 1940, la 3cme du 7 au 28 No vembre 1940, la 
4cme de cette dernicre dat e au ler Janvier 1941 , la Scme de cette derniere 
date aux en virons de fin A vril 1941 et Ja 6cm e et dernicr e du l er au 31 Mai 
19-H . 

La lettre 13. es t un peu rn oi ns co-n; mun e, ayant donn e lieu a cinq nume­
rotation s, qu i s'cchelonnent entr e le le'r Ao{1t 1940 et la mi- Ju in 1941. 

La lettr e C. est enco re moin s commun e, n'ayant donn c li eu qu'a trois 
num crota tion s, a llant du 31 J uille t 19-10 au 2 Juill et 1941. 

L es sept lettres sui 1·antes son t pl utot ra r es, la plu s co mmun e d'entre 
ell es ctant la lettre T, qui a donn c li eu it troi s numerota tions entr e Aofat 
et No vemb re 1 9~0, et les autres n'ay ant cu q u'un e seu le numc rotat ion cha­
cunc. Les lettrc s H et N son t t r l:s ra res : je n e Jeur conn ais que deux a 
trois e:-; empl air e;; ch acun e. 

Comme on l'a vu, ce type <l ce ~ se d'et re employc ver s le 2 Jui ll et 1941 , 
n'ayant eu a in si qu'u ne exi st ence de onze mois en viron. 
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Type VII. - Ce type r essemble a u precedent en ce qu'i l est consti t ue 
pa r un e let t re et un chiffre progress if; m a is ces lettre et chiffre ne sont 
pas enferm cs; il s son t li br es. 

D 'aut re par t, la fo rm e de certa in _es lettres et leur combina ison avec Jes 
chiffres va ri en t. 

Les let tres q u1 se r encontrent clans ce type sont : E, H, P . S . T. Voir 
la rep rod uct ion des fo nnes que ce type adopte, Fig. 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 
78 et 79. 

Il a rri ve q uoiq ue ra remen t q ue deux lettr es so ient employees a la fois 
ou que les chiffr es alte rn ent avec les lettres, ce qui est moin s r ar e, Fig. 80, 
81, 82 et 83 . 

Da ns !'ensemble, ce type a comm ence a ctr e employe le 9 Septembre 
1940 et a cessc de l'ct re en general a u rn o is d'Octobre 1941 ; cep endant les 
derni cres fo rm es de la lett r e H qui v ienn ent d'etr e indiquees ont persiste 
par intermi t tence jusqu'a fin Octobre 1942. 

Se ul es Jes lett r es H . et S. ont eu deux num cro tat ions. 

Type VIII. - Ce type, qui es t pa rticul ier a la censure des imprimes, 
est assez curi eµx . I1 se ca racter ise pa r la formu le : « 2nd » suiv ie de points 
et d'un chiffr e p rogressif, sa ns qu'on comprenne d'aill eurs quel est le sens 
de cette fo rmu le, ce qui est le cas de beaucoup de chos es dan s la censure. 

Vo ir la r ep roduct ion des deux formes que ce type adopte, Fig . 84 et 85. _ 

L a premi cre fo rrne a cte employee du 30 Novembre 1940 jusqu'au com­
mencement de J anvie r 1941 (all ant jusqu'au chiffr e 40 environ ) et la se­
cond e du 12 J an vier jusq u'a u 25 Novembre 1941 (a ll ant jusqu'au chiffre 
375) . Ce type a done dure un ari clans !'e nsemble. 

Type IX. - Ce type cons ist e clans deux nomb res scpares par un point, 
le premier a ll ant de 1 a 9 et le second eta nt constit ue par quatre chiffres 
progress ifs, F ig . 86. 

U ne premi cre nu merotation a comm ence le 20 Juin 1941 et s'est pro­
long·ee ju squ 'a u 26 AoCit 1941 ; la seconde numerotation a commence le 22 
Aolit 194•1 et s'est a r rctce au 25 Octobre 194·1, so it en t ou t un peu plus de 
quatre mo is. 

Type X. - Ce type r essemble au precedent en ce qu'i l est constitue 
par un nombre, ma is ce nombre est seul ; ii va de 1 a 9999. 

Ce ty pe a co mport e de nombre uses num cro ta ti ons, savoi r : 
1 ere num erotat ion : du 6 Septembre au 9 Novem bre 1941 ; 
Ze me numerotation du 27 Octob re 1941 a u 17 Decembre 1941 
3cme nu mc rotation du 16 Dccembre 1941 au 28 J uin 1942 ; 
4cme num erotat ion du 29 Ju in 1942 au 17 Juin 1943 ; 
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du 17 _L1in 1943 au 4 Fc vri er 1944 ; 
du 4 Fc 1Ti er 1944 a u 27 Juin 19-14 : 
du 28 J uin 1944 au 22 Novembre 1944; 
du 21 NoYembre 1944 au 9 Avril 1945 
du 9 A nil 1945 au 30 J ui 11 et 19-15 . 
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Type XI. - Ce type a pa ru le 28 Octob re 1941 . Il est asscz cuneux en 
ce q u'il co nsis t e pr esque dans la mo it ic supcrie ure de certaines fo rmes d u 
type I \ ·. \ 'oici com ment ii se presente lui- mcme sous quatre fo rmes 

k re form e, q ui semble avoir <lure jusqu'au 3 Dccembre 19-11, F ig . 87., 
2cm e fo rm e, qui semble avo ir <lure ju squ'a la mcrne date, Fig. 88. 
3cme fo rme, q ui n'a paru que vers fin Novembre 1941 pour <lurer jusque 

ve r s fin Ja n vier 1942, F ig . 89. 
4cme form e, qui semble avoi r etc utili ce durant la mcme periode de 

t emps, F ig . 90. 

A ins i, clans !'ensemble, ce type a <lure trois mois eulement envi ron , 
ce qui est r elat ivement court. 

Type XII. - Ce type resse mble au Type X en ce qu'i l est, comme Jui, 
co nstitu c par un nombre ne depassant pas les quat re chi ff res. Les deux types 
n e pell\·ent cepend ant Ctre confo ndu s, vu qu' ils ont co-existc pe ndan t tm 

certain te mps et q ue le type actuellement env isage est toujours frappe a 
l'encr e ve rte; en ou tre, da ns ce ty pe, le no mbre est so u ven t precede de 
deux ze ros. 

V oir comm ent il se presente, F ig . 91 et 92. 

I naug urc le 18 No1·emb re 1943, ce type a <lure, a ma conn<:wsance, JUS­
q u'au x environ s du 20 Aoi'.1t 19415, so it prat ique men t jusq u'a la fi n de la cen­
sur e en Egy pte. Sa uf erreur, cette. emp rein te de censure n 'eta it apposee 
q ue su r les le ttres r ecom ma nd ees, ce qui la fa it r essembler a la 3cm e fo rme 
du Type III, so it le R M da ns un double cercle. 

Type XIII. - Ce type est le derni er qui ait vu le JOUr en Egyp te, p rc­
cisement le 25 Sep temb r e 1944, po ur <lurer jusqu'a la fin de la censure en 
Egyp te. 

II co ns iste essent iell ement en un e espcce de t r iangle exha ussee, conte­
nant un chiffre q ui va de 1 a 2 1, F ig. 93 et 94. 

J'ai a in si t ermin c la nomencl ature des types o rd inai res des cachets de 
la Ce nsure Egypt ienn e. Il y aura it a etud ier ces mcmes types au point de 
vue des pays de prov ince ou de des tin a t io n des lett res, autrement <lit de 
Jes cl asser pa r pays . Il y aura it aussi a indiquer les differentes co ul eurs 
d'en cre r elat ives a ce rta in s types. :Mais cela nous mcnerait trop loin, l'es­
senti el aya nt ete di t ci- dess us. 
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II. - CACHETS EXTRAORDINAIRES OU EXCEPTIONNELS 

Po ur des r aisons qui ne sont pas toujours connue -, certain s cachets 
extrao rdinaires de censure ont ete empl oyes durant certai nes periodes ou 
dans certaines ci rcon stances. Pa rfois a ussi qu elques-un s des types ci- des sus 
indiqu e ont subi des mod ifica tions speci al es. C'est ce qu 'il y a li eu m;:iinte­
nant d'etudi er. 11 va de soi que tous ces cachets sont rares et m eme quel­
ques- un s trc s rares . 

E n sui va nt com me precedemment l'o rdre chronologique, on co nstate 
tout d'abord , dans Jes premiers jours de la g uerre, l'u sage d'un grand cachet 
de censure qui se di st in g ue, outre que par sa fonne qui depasse de beaucoup 
la g randeur du premi er type ordin ;:ii re, par l' emploi exclu sif de la langue 
ang laise, sans aucun texte a ra be . C'est ce qui probablement fit abandonner 
bientot ]'usage de ce cachet, qui n 'a se r vi que durant quelques jours du moi s 
de Septembre 1939, avec Je s deux seul s chiffres 2 et 19, ~l ma connai ssance. 

Vo ir ]' ima ge de ce cachet, Fig. 95. 

Un au tre cachet special, ce lu i-ci deri ve du type II, a et e employc des 
le commencement de la g uerr e pour la censure des etl\"Ois avec valeur de­
claree ; clans ce cachet, le chiffre central est remplace pa r le rnot « In sur ed », 
Fig. 96. 

U ne ai1tre vari ante du type II consiste dans le rempl acement du chiffre 
interieur par un e lettr.e et un nombre, la lettre eta nt A. ou P. et le nombre 
etant 01 , 02, 003', 005 OU 006. j e n 'a i pas pu m 'exp\iqu er d'une fa<;on cer ta in e 
quell e cta it la cause de cette censure speciale; ii m 'a sembl e cependant 
q u' ell e ava it un caractcre ma r iti me, la lettre A. avec chiffres 01 et 02 etant 
pa rticuli cre ~t Alexand rie et la lettr e P. avec le s autres chiffres etant parti­
culi cr e ~t la region de Port- ai·d . \ ' oir l'im<we de ces cachets, Fig. 97 et 98. 

Cette variante du Type Il ne sembl e pas avoir <lur e long temps; je n'ai 
consta tc son usage q ue dans Jes premiers mois de l' ann ce 1940. 

Peu ap rcs, lo r s de l'entrce de l'Itali e en g uerre, ce r ta in s Ita li ens d'E­
gypte furent aussitot a rrctcs et interncs dan s la region du Canal. Leur 
correspondance donn a li eu ~t une censure spcciale, qui 'est ajoutce a la 
censure habitu elle et qui se manifesta par les deux cur ieux cachets, Fig. 99 
et 100, qui fur ent apposcs sur le cote droit des enveloppes, le premier en 
vio let et le second en vert. L'usage de ces cachets ne semble avoir dure 
qu'un mo is ou 40 jou1·s seul ement. 

Une va ri ante du Type III et plu s prccisement de la forme lVI 1 et M 2 
a consi s te dan s le r empl acement des chiffres 1 et 2, par des nombres a 
plusieurs chiffres, Fig. 101 et 102. 

Cette cen su re speciale sembl e avoir et e appliquee a la co rrespondance 
des journaux au cours des annees 1940 et 1941. 
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L e Type V a r ec; u, Ju i a uss i, une var iante sembl ab le, un nombre a 3 
chiffre s aya nt ete ajoute a certa ines de ses formes et insere dans la figure 
interieur e, F ig. 103, 104, 105 et 106. 

Dans les six figure s qui precedent, Jes chiffres ont ete ajoutes a la 
machine, sauf dan s la derni cr e, oi.1 le chiffre a ete ajoute ~L la main. Cette 
dern icre va ri an te de ce nsure a Cte aussi appliquee a la co rrespondance des 
journ aux et a cell e de certain s pa rticu liers . L es quatre fig ures y r elatives 
sont Jes seules que j 'a i vues, l'ova le ayant ete cependant plus souvent em­
ploye que Jes autres, avec Jes chiffres suivants : 102, 234 et 237. 

* ** 
J'a i a in si termin e l'exa men des differents types de censure postale, 

ord in aire et ex trao rdin a ir e. Je dira i maintenan t quelques mots au sujet de 
ce rta in e ' quest ions part iculi cres qui -comp!Ctent l'etud e de !'ensembl e de la 
Censure en Egypte. 

Tout d'a bord, ii sembl e qu' il y a eu, pendant tout au moin s un certain 
temps, un e ce 1~sure spcciale pour Jes te legrammes. Voir la fo rme que cette 
censur e a r evc tue, Fig. 107. 

Mai s j 'a i des dou tes sur le ca ractere egyptien de cette censure; peut­
Ct re se rai t-e ll e milita ire ang laise. La raret e de son emploi ne m 'a pas permi s 
d'approfo ndir cette quest ion. 

J'a i <lit, au commencement de cette etude, qu'en rcgle )?;enerale la cen­
sure n e s'es t exercee en ·Egypte que sur Jes corr e.spo·ndances venant de 
l'etranger OU y all ant. Cette r cgle comporte une double except ion. D'un e 
pa r t, ce rta ines lettres venant de l'etranger n'ont pas ete censu rees ; du 
mo in s ell es n e po r tent aucune trace de censure, ce qui est trcs rare. D'autre 
part, certa in es lettres ayant ci rcule en Egypte ont ete censurees; ceci est 
mom s rare. 

-. A ·ce poi nt de vue, ii y a lieu de noter tout d'abord que toutes Jes cor­
responda nces des intcresses ita li en s, dan s la region du Canal OU ai ll eurs, 
ont Cte censurees ; ell es ont r evctu differentes formes de censure; mai s Jes 
types gencralernent employes a cet eff et so nt Je s Types II, III, IV et V . 

E n second li eu et en dehors de cette categori e, certaines lettres ont et e 
censurees en Egypte, et ce pour des causes plus ou moins apparentes. C'est 
ains i que Jes correspondances de la Croix Rouge et de la Delegation Apos­
tolique ont ete souven t censurees, ce qui s'explique par le fait que tant l'une 
que l'aut re ont transrn is des messages venant de l'etranger ou y all ant . C'est 
ainsi ega lement que la censure s'es t exercee sur des lett res pri ve es venant 
du Deser t Occidental OU parfoi s de la r egion du Canal, OU de la region des 
Oasis, O U de la r egion des P uit s de Moise Oll il y -- a eu l111 ca mp de refugies 
g recs. 
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Pour te rmin e r, j 'ajo ute que la Cen sure egyptienne a parfois in sere dans 
les lett res par ell e ou vertes des a1·is spec iaux aux de stinataires. C'est ai n si 
qu 'on y a vu pa rfois un a vis irnprime sur papi er b leu di sa nt : 

..,... lb!-'. I I ..i.,,, ,j >. ,y. '-! _r..... ..:-~J ~ l! )I 

« Th e censorsh ip is not respon sible for th e mutilation of thi s 
lett e i·. » 

JI s'agissa it al ors de lettres qui a vaient r ec; u des co ups de ci sea ux de la 
pa r t d'un e Censure et rangc r e, p roba bJem en t sy rienne OU Jiba naise . 

U n autre a1·is imprime, dont le text e a rabe et a ng la is est trcs long et 
qu'il est inutile de reproduire, a1· ise ·parfoi s le d es tinataire que l'en veloppe 
ne co nti ent pa s un e annexe q ue la lettre a nn once. 

U n troisicme av is dacty log rap hi e au Cest etner est a1n s1 conc;u : 

«Le destinataire est im·ite ~l av ise r son co rrespondant que 
« toute l ettr~ doit porter le nom et l'a dr esse de l'expediteur. 

« L e defaut de se conform er ~t cette prescription obli ge ra it 
« Jes a uto ri tes de Co ntro le Postal ~t arrcte r t oute co rrespondance 
« ulter ieure. » 

Cependant ii est poss ible que cet a1· is ne so it pa s attribuable ~t l'Egypte; 
ii serait d i'.1 a la Ce nsure syr ie nn e O U libanaisc . 

E nfin un dernier avis, ce lui- ci manuscrit, es t libel!C en arabe comme 

suit : ~~! j 1.J.r~>- l; .:..~lkJ.'.1 ~l:J -''° ~' _r;. JU~.J 0 )\ .:.:-!.Jc...;,;· ~~l:SJI 0 d..llk'i'I 

-~l; )I /' ' .:. } ><:JI Jy-" J "·'° f' f ~ ) l ~I 
Ju squ· ~l quand la cens ure a-t-e ll e <lure en Egypte : - \ 'o il a une ques­

tion ~t laqu eil e ii n'est pas a ise _d e repondre d'un e fac;on p rec ise. Les jour­
na ux de l'Cpoqu e on t bien an nonce que c'es t 1.e 27 Ao11t 1945 que le Co nse il 
des Mini st re s a dec ide que !'o rga ni sa tion de la censure etait s uspendu e. Mai s 
j 'ai p ersonnellement constate que la censure s'e tait attenu ee des le 20 Aolit 
194!5 et , d 'autre part, qu'el le a cependan t cont inu e a s'exer cer po ur quelque 

t emps aprcs la date de la susdi te deci sion du Conse il des Ministres, soit 
ju squ 'en Septembre et m cm e ju squ 'au 10 Octobr e 19415. Cette dat e es t la 
derni cr e 011 j 'ai pu constater !'ex istence de Censure Egypti enn e. 

Les dessins illu s tran t cet a rticle ont ete executes d' un e fac;on appro­
x imati ve. 

En t erminan t cette etude, j 'exprime la crainte qu 'e ll e contienne des 
erreurs, c 'est pourquoi je se ra is trcs heureux s i m es lec teurs voula ient bien 
m e commu niquer tous r enseig n em ents qu' il s po urraient avoir de na ture a 
rectifier ou comp!Ct er les donn ees de cette Ct ude, r en seig nements qu e je 
me fera is un plaisir de publ ie r dans cette Re vue comme suite a cette etude. 



MU SEE POST AL 

DE LA REPUBLIQUE ARABE UNIE 

UN POINT D'HISTOIRE PHILATELIQUE 

par I BRAHIM CH A FTAR (S .P.E. No . 552) 

D'au tres recherches au Musee Postal de la Republiq ue Arabe Unie, 
concernan t les Bureaux Postaux Egyptiens de h Mediterranee et de la 
:\ Icr Houge, soit dans l'Empire Ottoman lui-rneme soit dans cer tain s 
pays vassaux de l'Empire, m'ont amene a decouvrir les documents con­
cernan t le bureau de Zeila , Berbera et Harrar, que je suis heu reux de 
publier ci-apres : 

2 a 
Pt. 5025 
Ogetto: 

Alessandria, 25/ 7 / 1876 

Suez Uffi zio di Transito per 
Aden - Berbera - Zeila - Harrar 

Objet: 

Tu tti Agenzie d'a ll Amm. Postaie sono messe in avver­
tenza che al giungiere della presen te tu tte le correspondenze 
Governative e commerciale le quale fosse ro dest ina te alie 
qU3 tre Loc3lita contra indicate ADEN BERBERA ZE ILA 
HARRAR debbono essere dirette in transito al nostro Uffizio 
di Suez. 

Non si accettano lettere r accomandate . 

SUEZ - Bureau de transit pour 
Aden - Berbera - Zeila - Harrar 

Tou tes les Agences de 1' Administration Posta le son t 
averties que des reception de la presen te tou tes les correspon­
dances gouvernementales et commerciales des tinees aux quatre 
locali tes ci-indiquees ADEN, BERBE RA, ZEILA et HARRAR 
cloivent et re dirigees en t ransit a notr e Bureau de Suez. 

Des lettres recornmandees ne son t p3s acceptees . 
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Subject: 
SUEZ - Transit Office for 
Aden - Berbera - Zeila - Harrar 

All Agencies of the Postal Administration are advised 
that upon receipt of tbe present all governmental and com­
mercial conespondence destined to the four following local­
ities ADEN, BERB ERA, ZEILA and HARRAR must be 
directed in transit to our Suez Office. 

Registered le.tters are not accepted. 

Novembre 1878 
folio 41 

La Direction Generale par Memorandum du l er crt 
Nu d'ordre N° 137 et du dossier 1262 porte a la connaissance 
que le Bureau Postal de ZEYLA ayant ete place sous la de­
pendance du Gouvernement General du Soudan , on devra 
dorenavant expedier toutes les correspondances a destination 
de BARBARA. ZEYLA et HARRAR a decouvert au Bureau 
de MASSA \VA qui est charge de les remettre au Gouverneur 
de cette derniere localite pour la transmission aux lieux de 
destina tion. 

Par consequent la suppression du Bureau de ZEYLA ne 
doit apporter aucun changement a !'expedition des corres­
pondances pour cette destination. 

November 1878 
file 41 

L e Directcu r loc ::i l : 
I . Eu. Sossin 

The General Management by Memorandum of th e l st inst. 
Order N° 137 and fil e N° 1262 hereby advise tha t the Post 
Office of ZEYLA having been placed under the dependency 
of the Sudan General Government, all correspondence destin­
ed for BARBARA, ZEYLA and HARRAR must henceforth be 
sent free of postage to the Office gf MASSA WA which has 
been charged to remit it to the Governor of that locality for 
t ransmission to the places of desfan~tfon . 

Therefore, the suppression of the ZEYLA Office should 
not bring about any change in the disp::itch of mail for that 
destination. 

The Local Director : 
I. Ev. Sossin 
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Alexandrie, 12/5/81 
N' 7/ 160 

f 0 li.5 0 
En reponse a votre lettre ci-contre notee, je Viens vous 

signifier que lcs bureaux de poste de ZEYLA et de HARRAR 
etant places sous la dependance du Gouverneur General du 
SOUDAN. les instruction suivantes ont ete dernierement 
donnees aux Bureaux de Suez pour la transmission des cor­
r espondances de et pour ces localites. 

« Expediez en franchise les correspondances originaires 
de ZEYI A et de HARRAR r ec; ues par l'interrnediaire 
des Moudiriehs de ccs loc3lites en y appos3nt le timbre 
«FRANCA». Donnez cours a toutes les conespondan­
ces indistinc tern en t a destination de HARRAR et de 
ZEYLA qu'elles soient affranchies ou non.» 

Dans le cas ou le bureau de Suez omett rait par hasard 
de rernplir les forrnalites qui preceden t Yous e[es autorises a 
rnettre les conespondances originales de ces loc3lites aux 
destinataires respectifs en franchise sans surtaxe. 

Alexandria , 12/ 5/81 
- o 7 / 160 

F 0 150 

Le Sous Directeur General : 
V . Chioffi 

Reply ing to your letter noted alongside I herew ith notify 
you that the Post Offices of ZEYLA and HARRAR being under 
the dependency of the GoYernor General of the Sudan, the 
following instrnctions haYe recently been giYen to the Suez 
Offices for the transmission of all con espondence from and 
to these loc3li ties . 

"Forward free of charge all correspondence corning from 
ZEYLA and HARRAR and received through the medium of 
the Mudiri ehs of these localities in pu tting on it the stamp 
FRANCA. Give course to all correspondence destined for 
HARRAR and ZEYLA without distinction whether franked 
or not. " 

In case the Suez Office omitted by chance to fo llow the 
above instruc tions, you are authorized to remit the corres­
pondence of these localities to the respective add ressees free 
of charge. 

The Submanager General 
V. Chiofji 
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Lettre partie de Zeila (Afrique Orientale) obliteree avec le cachet POSTE EGIZIANE -­
ZEJLA 30 OTT 76, adressee a Lucca (Italie) et portant un lnterpostal non oblitere POSTE 
EGIZIANE - ZEJLA. 

C'est la seule lettre connue avec ce rare cachet. elle confirme que ce bureau etait 
en lonction en 1876 comme le dit la circulaire postale. 

(Collection John H E. Gilbert) 
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Adherez a l'HELVETICA STAMPS CLUB DE SUISSE. Rcell es pos­
s ibilites d'ecba nge pour co ll ectionn eu 1-s du rnonde entier. 4 publi cat ions 
rernplies d'a nn onces par annee . Annonces g ratuites po ur nos rn ernbre s 
+ Ca deaux phi lateliques et de nornbreux ava ntages . 

ABONNEMENT ANNUEL: Frs. Suisses 10.- O U equi va lent, O U 18 
Co upon s Reponse . Specimen contre -2- Coupons ]\ cponse. 

Ecri vez a : 

HELVE TICA ST AMPS CLUB. P .0. Box 513, 1700 Fribourg/ Suisse. 

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS 
Negociant en Timbres-Poste 

22, Boulevard Saad Zaghloul - Alexandrie - R.A.U. 

R.C.A. 36569 S.E.P. 907 

ACHAT - VENTE - ECHANGE 

NEGOCIANT EN TIMBRES-POST£ 

GRAND CHOIX DE TIMBRES-POST£ 
DU MONDE ENTIER 

EXECUTION DE MANCO-LISTES 

4, Rue Emad El-Dine - Le Caire 



NEW ISSUES 
COMM EM ORA TIVE ST AMPS 

15th. Ann. of Revolution 

Date of Issue: July 23, 1967. 
Design and Denomination : 50 mills 

" The map o! UAR depicting oil wells 

zones" 
Dimension : 40 X 40 mm. 

Perforation : 11.5 
Sheet: 35 Stamps (5 X 7) 
Watermark: Multiple Eagle. 
Printing: Rotogravure "Postal Authority 

Printing House". 
Control No. : Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity: 600,000 stamps. 

PETROLEUM IN U.A.R. 

Because of the economical importance 

o! petroleum the Egyptian G overnment 

is doing its best searching for oi l fields 

under water and in the western desert. 

U.A.R. has now a fleet of tankers con­
sisting of the following units and ton-

nage : Al Sadd el Aali 20,000, Sadd el 

Furat 2,000, Nasr 16,900, Mansoura 9,500, 

Magd 5,000, Nadia 16,225, and 23 De­

cember 9,235. 
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MINIATURE SHEET 

Desig n : Some national products at Khan-
el-Khali li . 

Denomination : 100 mills 

Dimension: 115 X 67 mm. 

Quantity: 150,000 sheets. 

COMMEMORATVE STAMP 

SALAMA HIGAZI 

Date of issue : Oct. 14, 1967. 

Design : Photo of Salama Hig azi. 
Denomination : 20 mills. 

Dimension : 25 X 42 mm. 
Perforation: 11,5. 

Sheet: 50 stamps (10 X 5). 
Printing: Rotog ravure "Postal Authority 

Printing House" . 

Watermark: Mul tiple Ea g le . 
Control No. · Date of issue and serial 

n umbei'. 

Quanti ty: 2,000,000 stamps. 
Colour: Blue and brown. 
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Salama Higazi was born in 1857 end 
died in 1917 at the age of sixty. 

He was the pioneer of lyric stage in 
Egypt 

COMMEMORATIVE SET 
UNITED NATIONS DAY 

"UNESCO" 
Date of issue : Oct. 24, I 967. 
Design and 

Denomination : 20 mills. a base of por­
celain-ware (Islamic Muse um). 
55 mills, a design depicting CHRIST 
(Coptic Museum). 

80 mills, - back of Tut-Ankh-Amun's 
Throne (Egyptian Museum). 

Dimension : 40 X 40 mm. 
Perforation · 11,5 

Sheet: 35 Stamps (5 X 7). 
WatermarY:: Multiple Eagle. 
Printing: Rotogravure "Postal Authority 

Printing House". 
Control No.· Date of issue and serial 

numbel'. 
Quantity: 20 mills 1,000,000 stamps 

55 and 80 mills 600,000 stamps. 
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UNESCO is one of the specialized agen­
cies of the United Nations. 

UNESCO, in the terms of its constitu­
tion, seeks to contribute to peace a nd 
security by promoting collaboration 
among the nations through education, 
science and culture. 

Education is one of its most important 
fields. It helps member states expand 
and improve their educational systems 

and provides a ssistance in teacher train­
ing , school construction and curriculum 
preparation. 

No less important are the social s cie n­
ces and the humanities. 

It also helps develop and strengthen 
libraries, museums, and other cultural 
institutions. 

The great temple of Abu Simbel is 
witness to the success of its international 

Campaign to save the Monuments of 
Nubia. 

All the states of the world are members 
in UNESCO. 

The Postal Authority releases this set 
of stamps to depict some models in 
museums in United Arab Republic. 

COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 

SAVING DAY 

Date of issue : Oct. 31, 1967. 

Denomination 

and Design : 20 mills : The Symbol of 
Saving Bank and the emblem of ihe 
Postal Authority. 

Dimension : 42 X 25 mm. 
Perforation : 11,5. 

Sheet: 50 stamps (5 X 10). 
Printing: Rotogravure "Postal Auth::irity 

Printing House". 

Watermark: Multiple Eagle. 
Control No: Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Q uantity : 2,000,000 stamps . 
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The Postal Savings Bank was estab­
lished in 1901. It has been decided to 
consider October, each year the Savings 
month to keep pace with the international 

direction of the World Savings Day. 
The Postal Authority has released this 

commemorative stamp on this occasior: 
to support the campaign aiming at 
spreading the uses of savings among the 
pub lic. 

COMMEMORATIVE SET 

SAVING THE CULTURAL AND ARTISTIC 
HERITAGE OF FLORENCE AND VENICE 
Date of issue: Dec. 9, 1967. 
Denomination: 80 + 20 mills and 115 + 

30 mills. 
Design : The emblem of Florence and 

that of Venice and the symbol of 

UNESCO. 
Dimension: 61 X 28 mm. 
Perforation : 11,5. 
Sheet: 50 stamps (5 X 10). 
Watermark : Mult iple Eagle. 
Printing : Rotog ravure '"Postal Authority 

Printing House". 
Control No. · Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity: 400,000 sets. 
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The U.AR. invited the UNESCO to part­

icipate in saving the artistic heritage of 

Florence and Venice. 
... 

This can be considered as an act of 

gratitude on the UAR's part which still 

recalls the kind contribution it has receiv­

ed from all countries all ove' the \~·orld 

in saving the Nubian Monuments. 

COMMEMORATIVE SET 

FOST DAY 

Date of Issue: Jan. 2, 1 S63. 

Denomination : 20, 55 and 

80 mills (Pharaonic dress). 

Design: 20 and 80 mills (lzis). 

55 mills (Nefertari). 

Dimension : 61 X 28 mm. 

Perforation : 11,5. 

She e t: 50 stamps (5 X 10). 

Watermark : Multiple Eagle. 

Printing : Rotogravure "Postal Authority 

'Printing House" . 

Control No . · Date of issue and serial 
numbe;·. 

Quantity: 20 mills 1,000,000 stamps. 

55 and 80 mills 600,000 stamps . 
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DRESS IN ANCIENT EGYPT 

Ancient Egyptians wore simple dresses 

admirab ly suited to their way of life. It 

was only in the time of the Kingdom 

(1570-1090 B.C.) that they became elabo­

rate. New elements were then added, 

probably due to contacts with other 

peoples of Mediterranean area and Asia 

The p rin ting s reliefs and monuments 

of all period s reveal to us the importance 

these people attached to dress and the 

care they bestowed upon it. 

Women changed from one piece to two­

piece cos tumes . An inner close fitting 

tunic of fine q~ality accompanied a w ide 

outer g a rment knotted over the breast 

and cove ring only one arm. Other addi­

tions w ere made. A third thicker g ar­

ment was a short decorated cape. The 

dresses were sometimes embroidered or 

decorated with feather patterns. 

The 'Postal Authority issued this set 

depicting the "Pharaonic Dress to celeb­

rate the Post Day 1968. 
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 

f ELECTRICITY OF HIGH DAM 

Date of issue : January 9, 1968. 
Denomination 
and Design : 20 mills. : High Dam and 

,the· Hy dro Electric station . 

DimElnsion: 25 X 42 mm. 
Perforation : 11,5. 
Sheet: 50 s tamps (10 X 5). 
Watermark : Multiple Eag le. 
Printing : Ro tog ravure "Postal Authority 

?rjnti ng House" . 
Control No. 

n umber. 
Date of issue and serial 

Q uan tity: 2,000,000 stamps. 

O n January 9, 1960 was placed the 
cornerstone of the Hig h Dam. Built over 
a period of ei ght years the greatest pro­
ject of Revolu tion, aims ai the followin g 

o b je cffves: 
- New area to be added to arable 

land one million leddans. 

- Area to b e transformed from basin 
to permanent irrigation 700,000 led­
dans. 

New e lectri c power to be generated ID 
milliard KWH per annum. 

The estimated increase in the national 
income of UAR resulted from the Hi g h 
Dam project will be 234 million Egyptian 
pou nd s a year. 

On the occasion of the First Electric 

Spark from High Dam on Jan. 9, 1968 the 
Postal A uthority released this commemo­
rative stamp to celebrate this important 

event. 
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COMMEMORATIVE SET 
SECOND INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN 

FOR MUSEUMS 
Date of issue: Jan. 20, 1968. 
Denomination 

and Design : 20 mills : An a labaster 
vessel from Tut Ankh Amun antiqui­
ties. 

80 mills : A head of a lime stone 
pillar from the coptic A e. 

Dimension : 20 m ills : 25 X 42 mm. 
80 mills : 40 X 40 mm. 

Perforation : 11,5. 
Sheet: 20 mills: 50 stamps (10 x 5) 

80 mills: 35 stamps (5 x 7). 
·watermark : Multiple Eagle. 
Control No. : Date of issue and serial 

number. 
Quantity: 20 mills : one million stamps. 

80 mills : 600,000 stamps. 

The second international campaign for 

museums w as held in U.A .R. from January 
20-26, 1968 to arouse a greater a wareness 
of the role of museums as educational 
and cultural institutions and to encour­
age them to make better and fuller use 

of the benefits they offer. 
Some of the activities during the cam-

paign: 

- Opening new galleries 
- Organizing special conferences 
- Organizing visits to museums 
- Round-table discussions on radio 

and television. 

COMME,MORATIVE STAMP 
VII ALEXANDRIA BIENNALE 

Date of issue: Feb. 15, 1968. 
Denomination 
and Design : 20 mills : a girl, crescent 

and stars and two brush. 
Dimension : 25 X 42 mm. 
Perforation : 11,5. 
Sheet : 50 Stamps (10 X 5). 
Watermark: Multiple Eagle. 
Printing : Rotogravue "Postal Auth::>rity 

Printing House". 
Control No. : Date of issue and .5erial 

number. 
Quantity: 2 million stamps . 
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The first Alexandria Biennale was held 
in 1955. The second, the third, the fourth , 
the fifth and the sixth were held in De­
cember, 1957, 59, 60, 61, 63, 65 respect­
ively. 

The seventh Biennale opened on Fe b­
ruary 15, 1968. 

The exhibition has a tang ible influence. 

It g ives the opportunity for the artists of 

the Med iterranean to meat; and so has 

become a mobi le School of arts , embrac­

ing all the origi nal modern theories a nd 

styles; th is has a g reat advantag e to 
artists all over the world for it increases 

their awareness and helps the exchang e 
of ideas. 

COMMEMORATIVE SET 

1400th ANN. OF THE HOLY KORAN 

Date of issue: March 25, 1968. 

Denomination : 30 and 80 mills. 

Desi g n: The Koran s urrounded with rays. 

Dimension : 40 X 80 mm. 

Perfora tion : 11,5 

Sheet : The two stamps in one sheet con­

taining two stamps of each denomi­

nation. 

Watermark: Multiple Eagle 

Printing: Rotogravure "Postal Authority 

Printing House". 

Quantity : 400,000 sets. 
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The 1400th Anniversary of the Holy 

Koran is worthy of celebration by all the 
Islamic Nations all over the world. It 
is the heaven-gifted constitution which 
leads to happiness of the humanity. It is 
granted by the Almighty including the 
news of our former, and successor ages 
to organise our human relations. 

The Prophet "Mohamed" was inspired 
with the Koran during 23 years to support 
his invocation and to give testimony to 

his mission He ordered his companions 
to write the Koran. It was firstly written 
on Patches and palm leaves and stone 
pages. 

The Postal Authority has released this 
set of stamps to celebrate this occasion. 

ORDINARY STAMPS 

1967 FESTlVAL STAMP 

Date of issue: Dec. 15, 1967 

Denomination and 

Design: 5 mills : «Red rose and an Islam-
ic Gate" 

Colour : Red and green 

Dimensi~n : 30 X 25 mm. 

Perforation : 11,5 

Sheet: 100 Stamps (10 X 10) 

Printing: Rotogravure «Postal Authority 

Printing House" 

Control No : Date of issue and serial 
number 

Quantity: 4,000,000 stamps. 
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On Aug ust 15, 1967 was issued an 
ordinary stamp of 20 mills, in olive col ­
our, depicting •El-Mitwalli Gate" of Old 
Cairo wall. 

And on Nov. lst , 1967 was issued an­
other ord inary stamp of 55 mills , vio let, 
depicting a spectacle in Sultan Hassan's 
Mosque. 

Particulars of each of the two stamps 
are: 

Dimension : 25 X 20 mm . 
Perforation 11.5 X 11. 

Sheet: 100 stamps (10 X 10) ) 

Printing : Rotog ravure "Postal Authority 
Printing House" . 

Control No. · Date of issue and serial 
number. 

OFFICIAL ST AMPS 

A set of 11 values {l, 4, 5, 10, 20, 35, 

50, 55, I 00, 200 and 500 mils.) was re­
leased during the period 1-7-1967 - Jan., 

IS68, with the unified illustrated design. 
Each denomination was issued in dif­
ferent colour on unwatermarked paper, 
perforated 11 ~- X 11. 
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ORIENTAL PHILATELIC HUUSE 

B. HAGOPIAN & Co. 

79, Cite Continental - Cairo (Egypt) 

• • • 

STAMPS FOR COLLECTORS 

Specialists in Egypt, Sudan an.d Near Eastern Stamps 

WHOLESALE and RETAIL 

• • • 

Trade R egiste r 77613 - Ca iro 



SELLING YOUR STAMPS? .. 
HERE ARE SOME OF THE IMPORT ANT ADVANTAGES 

ACCRUING TO THE VENDOR WHO MAKES USE 
OF THE H. R. HARMER SERVICE 

• The experience and expertise of fifty years of selling at auction. 
• Specialist Describing. 
• Fully- illustrated (often in colour) and carefully described Cata-

logues. 
• Direct contact with a \Yorld- wide clien tele. 
• Choice of Sale - in London, Ne'" York or Sydney. 
• Free valuation subject to sale in two years. 
• All Hisk Insurance - i11 transit and pending Sale. 
• Liberal Advances. 

IF YOU SELL at the Harmer Auctions you can be sure of the high­
est realisations for your stamps. The last few years have seen a 
steady and progressive increase in the season's turnover and the 
1967-68 figure was approximately three-quarters of a million pounds. 
Over fifty years we have built up-and still improving--a Philatelic 
Service second to none. 

The full resources of the HARMER ORGANIZATION \vith Houses 
in three Continents are at the disposal of all prospective vendors of 
fine General and Specialised Collections, single rarities, P.tc. May we 
have your enquiry ? 

Contact us now if yoit wish to sell. We will be glad to help and 
to advise you. 

H: ~R. 'HARMER LTD. 

AND AT 
NEW YORK 

International Stamp Auctioneers 

P.O.BOX4E H 

41, NEW BOND STREET 

LONDON, W. 1. 
Cables : '''Phistamsel, London, W.1." 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 

.. 


